English I- Mrs. Dierig
Randall K. Cooper High School-Room 703
Email: Danielle.Dierig@boone.kyschools.us
Phone: 859/384/5040 ext. 2703
Class Website: http://englishwithmrsdierig.yolasite.com/
Planning Period: 3rd Period
Dear Students,
Welcome to the 9th grade here at Cooper High School!! I am Mrs. Dierig and I’m very excited to have you in my class. This year will be a huge stepping stone for you as you begin your high school career. This year is a new start in a new school, and will prepare you to be successful for the next four years. I hope that you are excited to learn and become a strong student in English because that is my goal for you; to be better than where you started and to give it your best effort. You are the most important part of this classroom.  Every day you are here is a day you need to be as present as possible. Without you and your input, the class is just meaningless information.  While you may not love everything we do in class, I hope that you will find there are a lot of different activities and assignments that will meet your learning needs and are fun. I will give you my best effort every day. I hope that you will give me yours.

About the Class
This class focuses on many areas: Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Technology. All of these are tools needed to successful in school and life. The class is structured around a curriculum that is based on the Common Core State Standards and uses the Springboard Curriculum as its textbook. We will also use the Vocabulary Workshop and other textbooks as supplements to SpringBoard. You will also learn new ways of using technology as part of reading and writing and become better speakers and listeners.  

Curriculum
Unit 1- Coming of Age: Identify diction, syntax, tone and its effect on an author’s or speakers’ voice, incorporating voice effectively in writing, analyze and use rhetorical appeals to influence an audience
Unit 2- Coming of Age in Style: Identify important cinematic techniques and anazlye their effects, transform texts into new genres, identify specific elements of an author’s style, develop an awareness of reading strategies to enhance comprehension, and analyze the elements of fiction and the steps in plot development
Unit 3- Poetry: Develop the skills and knowledge to analyze and craft poetry, analyze the function and effects of figurative language, write original poems and a style analysis essay, and present an oral interpretation of a poem 
Unit 4- Drama (Romeo and Juliet): Engage in authentic research, explore multiple interpretations through performance and film, examine how the “coming of age” concept applies to plays, be intentional and evaluate how well they work, and reflect on one’s growth as a learner
Unit 5- Coming of Age Admist Controversy (To Kill a Mockingbird): Gather and create information for an oral presentation on the social, cultural, historical, and geographical context of the novel, explore the significance of the setting, conflict and the growth of characters in relation to theme, and to pull out short passages that demonstrate theme and literary elements. 
**Units will not always be taught in order. I will determine what will work best for the class and may change up the order of units to better suit your needs.**
Literature: To Kill a Mockingbird, Of Mice and Men, Romeo and Juliet, and an array of poems and articles

Materials Needed
You will need the following materials to be successful in this class:
· A 3 ring binder (at least 2inch)
· 5 dividers 
· Pencils
· Black/Blue pens
· Colored pencils
· Highlighters (at least 3 different colors) 
· College Ruled Paper
· Spiral notebook
· Tissues or Lysol Wipes

Classroom Expectations
1. RESPECT. Respect is defined as esteem for or a sense of the worth or excellence of a person, a personal quality or ability, or something considered as a manifestation of a personal quality or ability (dictionary.com). You are to respect everyone you come into contact with in the classroom or in class activities. This includes teachers, classmates, guests, and most importantly YOURSELF. 
2. The RCHS JAG SWAG is also practiced in the classroom:
a. Be Safe- 
· Be in your seat unless being given permission to be out of it
· Keep your items out of the way of others
· No horseplay
b. Have Work Ethic- 
· Put effort into your work 
· Pay attention to due dates
· Observe the academic integrity policy
c. Be Accountable- 
· Come to class on time and prepared, ready to work
· Begin the bellringer as soon as the bell rings to begin class
d. Give Respect-
· Be courteous to classmates and teacher at all times.  Discussion in class might lead to the sharing opinions and viewpoints that are not always popular.  You do not have to agree with everyone’s opinion, but you must respect their right to have it.
3. All Boone County District and Cooper High School Rules and Policies are in effect at all times.
4. Technology devices (tablets, cell phones, ipods/touch, psp, laptops, etc.) will be allowed in the classroom at the appropriate times to help aide in classroom activities and enhance the learning environment. Students will be instructed prior to the day they can bring their own technology device. Students abusing the privileges will no longer be allowed to bring their device into the classroom. 
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Tests/Projects/Writing Assignments
Quizzes/Tests will be given throughout the units, including Benchmark tests at the conclusion of each quarter.  There will be weekly vocabulary quizzes on Fridays.  Projects and writing assignments will be consistent throughout the year.  Students will complete writing assignments as part of the Springboard Assessment, and will practice On Demand writing as part of the Stop Drop and Write program. There will be other writing practices throughout the year as well. Independent Book Projects will occur every quarter, and will include a Reading Log, as well as a cumulative project.

Course Procedures
Format of Papers: I expect all papers written outside of class to be typed.  Hand in to me the final draft along with all previous drafts stapled to the back.  Use these guidelines:
· Use white paper and black ink.
· Use a sensible font (Arial or Times new Roman, 12 point is recommended).
· Double space all text. 
· Use one-inch margins.	

Grammar:  Good grammar is essential to your success in all classes throughout your high school career.  It will also serve you beyond high school in the real world, where you will have to write letters, memos, and other documents.  You will be held especially responsible for correctly applying the grammatical conventions we review in class in all your written work.
Turning In Assignments
Everything you give me must be clearly labeled with:
· First and last name
· Date
· Class (ex: 4th Period English II)

Grading Policy
Grading will be on a point system. All graded work will be given a point value, and at the end of the quarter the term grade will be decided based on the percentage of points accumulated out of the total points possible.  Typically the following points values are assigned, but they may change depending on the assignment.
	Homework 10-40 points		Class work 10-50 points
	Participation 5-10 points daily		Quizzes 20-100 points
	Tests 100-200 points			Projects 100-200 points

End of Course Assessment:  This course has been designated by the Commonwealth of Kentucky to take part in the new state accountability testing system.  The test you take is designed to test what you have learned as a part of this course.  This test will count as your final exam grade and will be worth 20% of your final grade.
Homework Policy
Homework is assigned for a purpose, to hone and practice important skills learned during class. This means that homework is required to be completed, it is not an option. You are expected to turn the work in on the appropriate date. You need to keep track of your homework in your agenda, and can also access the class website to help remind you of work and due dates. 

*You will be given one Get Out of Homework/Late Work Pass each quarter that will allow you to turn in in exchange for any ONE regular homework assignment or to bypass getting late points on a late assignment. Unused passes cannot be carried over into another quarter and can be handed in for extra credit at the end of each quarter. Homework not accompanied by a late pass will be accepted late but will have 65% credit deducted after being graded as normal.  

 Missed/Late Work
Late work is always accepted unless otherwise stated in the quarter that the work is assigned. While late work is not what is expected, it is better to complete the work and learn the skills rather than not complete them at all.  Late work must be turned in during that quarter it is assigned. You may earn up to a 65% on late work. However, I have the right to determine the appropriate grade for that assignment. You may also use a Get Out of Homework/Late Work Pass on late assignments. 

It is your responsibility to check our class website to find out what you missed when you were absent. It is also your responsibility to acquire the handouts and to borrow and copy the class notes from a classmate for the day(s) you were absent. Please write the word ABSENT with the dates that you were absent at the top of your assignment before you turn it in. The time a student will have to make up missed assignments will be equal to the time they were absent.  If a student shall miss an extended amount of time due to illness, the appropriate amount of time to complete work will be determined by the teacher. It is the responsibility of the student to actually hand in the work he/she has made up after an absence.  

If you are absent on the day of a test or when an assignment is due, your work will be handed in the day you return, and the test will be taken within 2 days of returning.  If you know ahead of time that you will be absent on the day of a test or when an assignment is due, you are to make arrangements to hand in the assignments and take tests before leaving if possible.

Extra Credit
Extra credit is given throughout the year.  Extra credit is based on work completed that goes beyond what is required from a particular assignment or is an extension activity from the work completed in class. 



Students Name: ________________________________________________________________

To Parents:
I am always available to answer your questions although there are times better than most when we can have those conversations. Obviously when I am teaching your child, it is hard for me to answer you right away. However, if you need to contact me regarding your student, and I hope you will, you can reach me best through email. You can also call me at school and leave a voicemail. I will return your call during my planning period or before/after school. Please feel free to keep in touch with what your student is doing in the classroom. They are important to our future and I am excited to get to know them and make them a lifelong learner.

You can also keep up to date with what is going on in class through the class website and through Infinite Campus to keep up to date with grades. 

Please complete the following information to help our communication lines stay clear.

Sincerely,

Danielle Dierig


Print Your Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number that you would like to be reached at: 

Email:

Do you prefer to be contacted via phone or email? _______________________________________________________________

Any information you would like me to know about your student that would aid in their success in class:









I have read and understood the class information, procedures, and policies for Mrs. Dierig’s English I class. 

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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